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Language Testing and Assessment (MA) 

Sunday: 16:00-17:40 

 Room: 126 
English Department 

Arak University       Winter 2020 
 

Objectives:  
This course aims to acquaint graduate students of English language teaching 
with the main issues in language testing. Both the practical and theoretical 
issues will be discussed and handled in the course. The course covers 
research and current topics in language testing, too.   

Topics 
1. General issues 
2. Language testing & language teaching (washback effect/impact on 

instruction)  
3. Context in language testing 
4. Test types 

A. Skills & subskills tests  
B. Function tests 
C. Cloze procedure 

5. Reliability 
6. Validity 
7. Assessment  
8. Assessment and accountability 
9. Language testing and assessment literacy 
10. Classroom assessment 
11. Social dimensions 
12. Dynamic assessment 
13. Research in language testing and assessment 
14. Analysis of high-school English language tests 
15. Statistics & language testing 
16. Codes of ethics 

 

Course Grade 
1. Assignments & class participation … 08% 
2. Mid-Term exam … 35% (Week 8:Far. 25, 1399; April 13, 2020)  
3. Report on high-school tests analysis … 07% (Week 15: Khordad 12, 

1399;June 01, 2020) 
4. Term project… 15% (Week 16: Khordad 19, 1399; June 08, 2020) 
5. Final exam …… 35% 

 

Office Hours*: 
               Monday: 08:30-09:30  

Tuesday: 11:00-12:00      

             *And by appointment 

 

M. AMERIAN 

amerian1383@yahoo.comMAIL: -E 

 amerian@araku.ac.ir-m                 

PHONE NO.: 32777401-5 (EXT.: 348) 
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Weekly Schedule 
 

Week 1: Introduction: General issues; Language testing & language   
  teaching & washback effect; some useful terms 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 2: Measurement; Evaluation; Test  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 3: Uses of language tests; Assessment and accountability 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 4: Test methods 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 5: Reliability 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 6: Reliability 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 7: Validity 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 8: Mid-Term Exam  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 9: Validity 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 10: Skills & subskills tests; Assessing reading 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 11: Function tests; Cloze procedure; Language assessment literacy 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 12: Social dimensions of language testing; Culture and language  

    assessment 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Week 13: Validity reconsidered; Classroom assessment 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Week 14: Holiday 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Week 15: Dynamic assessment; Pragmatics and language testing; 
(Report on high-school tests analysis) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Week 16: Analysis of high-school English language tests/Codes of  

     Ethics; (Term project report) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 
      


