Department of English, Arak University, 2" Semester 2019-2020

Lexicology

Lecturer: M. Hosseini Time & Place: Sunday, 8-9:40; Room 124
E-mail: hosseini.mohmd@yahoo.com

“Words are, in my not-so-humble opinion, our most inexhaustible source of magic.
Capable of both inflicting injury, and remedying it.”
J.K. Rowling

» Introduction
e Scope and Goals of the Course

» Basic concepts (Denning et al., ch. 3, 4 & 5; Shaghaghi, ch. 1, 2 & 4; CLASS NOTES)
o Introduction
e Why study words
e Who studies words: etymology, philology, morphology, terminology,
lexicography, lexicology

» Formal aspects of words

o Whatisa ‘word’?

o Types of word
e Phonological and orthographic word
e Word-forms and lexemes
e Simple, compound, complex, compound-complex words
e Word classes (Open and Closed classes)

o Word Morphology
e Morpheme, Morph, Allomorph
e Derivational vs Inflectional morphemes
e Root, stem, base
o Affix: suffix, prefix, infix, interfix, circumfix

o Morphological Typology of Languages (Katamba & Stonham, 2006: 58-63)
e isolating (a.k.a. analytic), agglutinative, inflecting (a.k.a. synthetic/fusional),

polysynthetic (incorporating), templatic

» Word-formation processes in English and Persian (Denning et al. ch. 3; Shaghaghi,
ch. 5; Sadeghi, 1370-1372)
o Derivation, compounding, blending, clipping, back-formation, conversion, acronymy,
abbreviation, coinage, reduplication
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o Productivity of word-formation processes (Shaghaghi, ch. 3)
Productivity versus creativity
Synchronic and diachronic productivity
Blocking: restrictions on productivity
Productivity of Persian Affixes

o Phonological Processes in Affixation
e Regular and Irregular Allomorphs (Denning et. al., ch. 5-6)
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» Meaning of Words (Denning et. al. ch. 7 & 8; CLASS NOTES)
o Traditional view
e literal vs. non-literal; denotation vs. connotation
e meaning components/semantic features
o Cognitive Linguistics view: Words as access points (CLASS NOTES)
e Encyclopedic nature of meaning
e Context-dependence of word meaning
e The nature of polysemy
o Meaning Change/Semantic Shift
e melioration, pejoration, extension, narrowing
e taboo, euphemism, dysphemism
e Metaphorical and metonymic semantic shift

» Lexicography (CLASS NOTES, mainly based on Halliday and Yallop, 2007, pp. 1-15)
Types of dictionary

o The organization of a dictionary entry

o Methods in dictionary writing

o The myths of ‘correct’ meaning and ‘original’ meaning

O

» Modern Persian
o A brief history of the relation between Persian and Arabic (Azartash, 1385)
o Persian after the Constitutional Movement (Ashuri’s Zaban-e Tajadod)
o Language planning and the Persian Academy (CLASS NOTES)
o Purism, archaism, and other controversies concerning Modern Persian (CLASS
NOTES)

» Sociolinguistics of Words
o Style (degrees of formality), Register and Jargon, Argot
o Words and Cultures (CLASS NOTES based on Wardhaugh, ch. 9)
e categorization, color terms, kinship terms, symbolic meanings, prototypes,
connotations

Grading:
e Word Element Quizzes (Denning et. al.) Time
o Quizl Chapters 1 through 4 12.5% Week 5
o Quiz2 Chapters 5 through 8 12.5% Week 9
o Quiz3 Chapters 9 through 11 10% Week 14

e Final Exam
o Multiple-Choice Questions 25%

o Essay Questions 35-40%
e OPTIONAL Short Projects (paper summaries and data collection and analysis)
up to 10%

Required Readings:
Denning, Keith, Brett Kessler and William R. Leben. 2007 (2" ed.). English Vocabulary
Elements. Oxford: OUP.
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Recommended Readings
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Aitchison, Jane. 2012 (4" ed.). Words in the Mind: An Introduction to the Mental Lexicon.
London: Wiley-Blackwell.

Bauer, Laurie. 1998. Vocabulary. London: Routledge.

Halliday, M.A.K. and C. Yallop. 2007. Lexicology: A Short Introduction. London:
Continuum.

Further Readings:

Bauer, Laurie. 1983. English Word-formation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Katamba, F. and J Stonham. 2006 (2" ed.). Morphology. Palgrave Macmillan: England.

Quirk, R. et al. 1985. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. London:
Longman.

Wardhaugh, Ronald. 2006. An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. London: Blackwell. [ch. 9]
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